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Winter 2027

Land Acknowledgement

All of Canada resides on the traditional territories, treaty or unceded lands and/or homelands of First Nations, Inuit and Métis
peoples. The University of Guelph campus sits within the Dish with One Spoon wampum. The Dish with One Spoon is an
agreement between Haudenosaunee, Anishinaabeg and their allied nations to live peaceably on the lands throughout what is
now known as the Great Lakes Region. The circle at the centre is a dish with a beaver's tail, indicating that they will have one
dish and what belongs to one will be shared among all. We are to eat of the beavertail, using no sharp utensils, to prevent t he
shedding of blood. We all share resources and everything the Creator has provided for us upon our arrival to Mother Earth.

Reflecting with intention about where we live, learn and work is one way to uphold Indigenous histories, peoples and
territories. Another is to learn more about Canada, colonialism and reconciliation; if you would like to do so, one way to begin
is by visiting the website of the National Centre for Truth and Reconciliation and reading the Truth and Reconciliation
Commission of Canada’s Calls to Action. The Territorial Acknowledgement above is adapted from university materials and
resources by the Jake Thomas Learning Centre.

Course Description

This course explores the origins and evolution of contemporary geographic thought. The course builds around important
concepts and thinkers in geography. As a capstone course that students complete near to the end of their degree, it also
encourages students to reflect and to examine the relevance and significance of geographical knowledge to society,
their own lives, and future career paths.

Class sessions will be participatory, combining lectures with in-class workshops and exercises, online reading discussions, and
engagement with assignment materials submitted by you and your classmates. The success of the course rests on the level
and quality of effort that students bring. Students are expected to keep up with readings and come to class and online
discussions prepared to meaningfully engage.

Course Objectives
The course is designed to have students bring together what they have learned during their degree and to think
more about what it might mean to be ‘a geographer’. By the end of the semester, students should be able to:
e demonstrate understanding of historical and contemporary geography;
e examine, assess, and critically discuss key scholarly contributions of geography;
e construct a logical, well-supported, and convincing argument;
e demonstrate mastery of skills in written and oral presentation;
e demonstrate enhanced skills in professionalism, group work, and case study analysis; and,
e identify and professionally communicate personal skills and career goals.
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https://nctr.ca/publications-and-reports/reports/
https://ehprnh2mwo3.exactdn.com/wp-content/uploads/2021/01/Calls_to_Action_English2.pdf
https://ehprnh2mwo3.exactdn.com/wp-content/uploads/2021/01/Calls_to_Action_English2.pdf

Assessments TENTATIVE & SUBJECT TO CHANGE

Test

Professional Pathways Documents
Document 1: Histories of Geography Timeline
Document 2: Opportunities Mind Map
Document 3: Cover letter

Group News/Podcast

Discussion Board Posts

Final Exam

Basic Course Schedule

WEEK TOPIC and/or ACTIVITY

1 Course Introduction and Overview

Histories of Geography
Introduction to Canva & Professional Pathways Documents Assignment

2 Geographical Concepts: Place, Nature, Scale

Geographical Research: Explanation and Critique

3 Histories of Geography Timeline Day

VIRTUAL SYNCHRONOUS

Use lecture period to:

Watch Professional Prospects Interviews

Search job adverts; select 2 to serve as options for your mind map and cover letter

a4 Test Covers all slide, lecture and reading material to date.
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WEEK

TOPIC and/or ACTIVITY

What do Geographers do? Some common options and pathways

Job Options and Mind Map Day

Preparation for second half of the course

How will weeks 7 through 11 of the course work?

Introduction to Miro

Introduction to News/Podcast, including listening to 1-2 examples from last year
Groupwork time

Each news/podcast group meets with Prof. Silver during class time (precise schedule TBD)

Podcast groupwork day

Explaining deforestation and critiquing land cover change
Mini-lecture

Interactive Miro board

This week’s group(s) informally preview their news/podcast

VIRTUAL SYNCHRONOUS
News/Podcasts & Discussion Posts

Explaining industrial agriculture and critiquing food regimes
Mini-lecture

Interactive Miro board

This week’s group(s) informally preview their
news/podcast
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WEEK

10

11

12

TOPIC and/or ACTIVITY

VIRTUAL SYNCHRONOUS
News/Podcasts & Discussion Posts

Explaining biodiversity and critiquing conservation
Mini-lecture

Interactive Miro board

This week’s group(s) informally preview their
news/podcast

VIRTUAL SYNCHRONOUS
News/Podcasts & Discussion Posts

Explaining urbanization/sprawl and critiquing land use planning
Mini-lecture

Interactive Miro board

This week’s group(s) informally preview their

news/podcast

VIRTUAL SYNCHRONOUS
News/Podcasts & Discussion Posts

Explaining value chains and critiquing globalization
Mini-lecture

Interactive Miro board

This week’s group(s) informally preview their
news/podcast

VIRTUAL SYNCHRONOUS
News/Podcasts & Discussion Posts

Class wrap-up & exam question release

VIRTUAL SYNCHRONOUS
Prof. Silver will host drop-in office hours over Zoom

VIRTUAL SYNCHRONOUS
Final exam on date/time scheduled by the registrar’s office
and posted to Web Advisor
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**All assigned readings for this course are freely available as PDFs at no additional cost. Student should access
and download the readings through Courselink and Ares.**
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