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GEOG*3210 Indigenous-Settler Relationships in Environmental Governance
Section: F26
Department of Geography, Environment and Geomatics
Credit Weight: 0.50
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Course Details

Calendar Description

This course seeks to understand the rationales for, and evolution of, the changing relationship between Indigenous Peoples and the Canadian state in environmental governance. Case studies cover different approaches to management including command and control, co-management, co-governance, biocultural and a variety of legislative and policy tools such as endangered species legislation, environmental impact assessments, and as Indigenous stewardship of traditional territories under natural law. Cases will be drawn from different resource management sectors, from governance to intra-community disputes and legal precedents. Traditional ecological knowledge, as well as our understandings of knowledge systems, will provide an analytical frame for assessing conflict as it arises in environmental governance.

Pre-Requisite(s): 1 of GEOG*2030, GEOG*2210, GEOG*2230, SOC*2280
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Course Instructor: Dr. Faisal Moola, PhD 
Email: fmoola@uoguelph.ca  (put GEOG3210 in subject) 
Lectures: Tuesday and Thursday from 4 pm – 5:20 pm; MCKN, Room 117
Office Hours: Tuesday, 1:00 – 2:00 pm, HUTT 350

Dr. Faisal Moola, PhD is an Associate Professor in the Department of Geography, Environment and Geomatics at the University of Guelph. Prior to joining the University of Guelph, he worked for the David Suzuki Foundation for over 15 years, where he was the organization’s Director of Terrestrial Conservation and Science and later its Director General for Ontario and Northern Canada. Faisal has a PhD in biology from Dalhousie University and has published widely in scientific journals on topics of ecology, conservation biology, and environmental policy. Faisal is a regular contributor to the Toronto Star, Vancouver Sun, Globe and Mail, CBC and other media outlets as an opinion writer and political analyst on conservation, Indigenous Rights and other environmental and social issues. He is the director of the People Plants and Policy Lab at the University of Guelph which does research on the ecology and ethnoecology of cultural keystone species, such as wild blueberry, and other plant biodiversity in Indigenous territories in Canada and overseas. 
https://www.uoguelph.ca/geography/Faculty/moola-faisal

https://conservation-reconciliation.ca/biocultural-indicators-and-outcomes

Teaching Assistants:
TBD
Course Objectives 
At the end of the course, you should be able to: 
· Identify and explain the rationales for state-led resource management.
· Be familiar with the state of biodiversity in Canada and the major drivers of species endangerment globally.
· Identify and describe major policies in Canada and globally related to the protection and restoration of biodiversity, including endangered species legislation.
· Identify and explain resource management strategies including command and control, adaptive management, co-management, public participation  
· Be familiar with the significance of Indigenous Rights in resource development conflicts, including Treaty and Aboriginal Rights as well as Canada’s obligations as a signatory to the UN Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples. 
Skill Acquisition 
In addition to learning the content, this course is designed to improve your abilities in: 
· Communicating the nuance and complexity inherent in environmental issues clearly and effectively 
· Effective peer-to-peer commentary and cross-cultural communication skills 
· Effective and concise writing 
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Course Format 
The course is scheduled for T,TH from 2:30 pm – 3:50 am (MCKN, Room 121) . 
Required Readings 
The assigned readings and online materials are required and are crucial in meeting some of the learning objectives in this class. The online materials provide “real-world” policy examples as well as the perspectives of Indigenous knowledge holders. Refer to Courselink for more details on assigned weekly readings. 
Evaluation 
20% First Assignment (TBD) 
20% Mid-Term Take Home Exam. 
20% Briefing Note Assignment. 
40% Final Exam. 
1. First Assignment (20%) TBD.
2. Message Box Assignment (20%). 
Most environmental issues are inherently complex and nuanced and it’s a huge challenge to come up with a simple narrative to share with the media, policymakers, or the public. In addition, environmental advocates often suffer from the “curse of too much knowledge” about their subject matter and can easily slip into overwhelming their audience with a plethora of information, instead of focusing on the big picture of why the issue matters and why their audience should care – in other words “So What?”. Thankfully, there is a simple tool, called the Message Box, that can help one distil the most important messages that will most strongly resonate with your audience and help you to prioritize those messages and frame them appropriately to be interesting and relevant. In this assignment, you will be responsible to analyze a current environmental issue using the Message Box in order to identify key frames and messages for how you could communicate that issue effectively to policymakers. Assignment instructions will be posted on CourseLink.
1. Mid-Term Exam; Take-Home (20%). 
The objective of the mid-term is to ensure that you review and critically engage with the material introduced in lectures, films, and readings. The mid-term exam will be a mix of short answer and essay questions. It will cover material from the lectures during weeks 1 - 7. 
2. Government Briefing Note Assignment (20%). 
Engaging with government officials in environmental policy is critical, because science and other forms of evidence to protect biodiversity or tackle climate change rarely, if ever, influences decision-making on its own. Notwithstanding the challenges in informing and influencing government policy decisions, there are a number of different models of engaging with decision-makers that can help to bridge the gap between those who are inside and outside of government. 
Among the most common forms of dialogue is the policy briefing note. Policy briefs typically include one-off communications between stakeholders and government officials with the purpose of disseminating knowledge in order to inform and/or influence policy. They are usually short and concise forms of correspondence (no more than a few pages long) that address a single priority policy problem and are highly context specific. Most policy briefs are accompanied with a list of recommendations to advance solutions that are representative of the perspective of the person or organization who has authored the document. Policy briefs are the most common method of disseminating knowledge to policy makers and are regularly employed in the conservation sector.  Assignment instructions will be posted on CourseLink.

Purpose

You are responsible for writing a 2 – 5, page policy brief on an environmental issue that is near and dear to your heart for an existing or hypothetical decision-maker. The pieces will be read by the TA and evaluated according to the following criteria:
· Newsworthiness
· Timeliness
· Strength of argument
· Clarity of writing and freshness of opinion 

3. Final Exam (40%).  
The final exam will cover material from the whole term. The types of question you may encounter can include:
· Multiple choice
· True or False
· Short Answers
· Long Answer (Essay)
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