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GEOG*6100 – Geographical Scholarship and Research, Part I 
University of Guelph 

Department of Geography, Environment and Geomatics 
Fall 2022 

 

Territorial Acknowledgement 
Acknowledging the territory on which we learn and work honours the relationship 
between lands/waters and the Indigenous ancestors and stewards of them. This 
acknowledgement is adapted from the University of Guelph Aboriginal Resource Centre 
and Student Life: 
 
“The University of Guelph rests on the traditional territory of the Attawanderon people. 
We therefore acknowledge the Attawanderon people and offer our respect to 
Anishinaabe, Haudenosaunee and Métis neighbours as the university and community 
strive to strengthen our relationships with them. We also recognize the significance of 
the Dish with One Spoon Covenant to this land.  The Dish with One Spoon Covenant is 
a peace agreement made between Indigenous nations before the Europeans arrived.  It 
characterizes our collective responsibility to each other and Mother Earth - we should 
take only what we need, leave enough for others and keep the dish clean.” 
 

Instructor 
Dr. Roberta Hawkins (pronouns: she/her) 
rhawkins@uoguelph.ca  
Office hours: Hutt Building Rm 345 or online; By appointment 
 

Course Objectives 
At the end of this course you will be able to: 
 

1. Define the discipline of Geography in your own words, considering its diverse 
philosophical, theoretical, and conceptual perspectives. 

2. Explain the assumptions and arguments underlying contemporary approaches to 
geographic concepts and theories. 

3. Compare and evaluate these concepts and theories, in general and in relation to your 
particular area of research. 

4. Critically reflect on the politics of knowledge production within the discipline of 
geography broadly and your own sub-discipline specifically. 

5. Participate in and facilitate collaborative, productive discussions of geographic thought, 
with a focus on discussion across sub-disciplines.  
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These course objectives will be met through a combination of: 
 

1. Reflection on the content of assigned readings 
2. Class discussions – seminar facilitation and participation in weekly online 

discussion boards 
3. A variety of writing assignments 

 

Course Requirements/Grade 
 
Description Due Date** 

(Learning Objectives) 
Percentage of 
overall grade 

Participation: Weekly class 
preparation 
assignments/reading reflections 
uploaded to Courselink 
Discussion board; responses to 
peers’ discussion board posts; 
weekly participation in class 
discussions and leading 
seminar discussions  

Weeks 2-11 
 
(All objectives) 

25% 

Viewpoint paper: the Discipline 
of Geography and Knowledge 
 

November 11th  
 
(Objectives 1, 2, 4) 

15%  

Critical Review Paper and Peer 
Review 
 

Topic Selection: Oct. 14 – no 
grade 
Initial Bibliography: Nov. 18 – 
no grade  
Annotated Bibliography: Dec. 9 
Polished Draft: Winter 2023 
Peer Review: Winter 2023 
Final Paper: Winter 2023 
 
(Objectives 3, 4, 5) 

10% for 
annotated 
bibliography 

 
Detailed description of all assignments will be distributed separately 
 
NOTE about GEOG 6100 Grading – Because GEOG 6100 is a full year (1.0 credit) 
course, 50% of your grade will be assigned from your work in the Fall semester and 
50% from your work in the winter semester. You will not be assigned a grade until the 
end of the Winter 2023 semester. At the end of Fall 2022 you will receive a grade of in-
progress (INP) on your transcript. If you have any questions about this, please contact 
me or Dr. Noella Gray, the Winter 2023 course instructor. 
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I understand that this is a very tumultuous time for us all and that there may be times 
when you are unable to complete a course requirement or attend a class session. 
Please reach out to me as soon as possible if this is the case to make alternate plans.  
 
**Extensions are available if you cannot meet a due date. Please talk to the instructor in 
such cases. 
 
 

Text Books and Required Readings 
 
All assigned readings – including these textbooks – will be posted on CourseLink (as 
electronic versions via the library system) but you may also wish to own hard copies of 
these key books for future reading/research – or borrow them from past PhD students: 
 

1. Approaches to human geography. Second Edition (2015) Aitken, S., & Valentine, G. 
(Eds.). Sage.  

2. Key concepts in geography. Second Edition. (2009) By: Clifford, N., Holloway, S., Rice, S. 
P., & Valentine, G. (Eds.) Sage. 

3. Geographic thought: a critical introduction (2013) Cresswell, T. John Wiley & Sons. 
4. Science, philosophy and physical geography. (2005) Inkpen, R. Routledge.  
 

 

Course Communication 
 
Please be sure to check your @uoguelph.ca regularly since e-mail is the best way for 
me to connect with you. We will use Courselink (online platform) to share/access 
readings and submit assignments. Courselink also has space for online discussion, 
questions and answers, course announcements etc. so please check it regularly. 
 
If you e-mail me, I will respond within 24 hours except on Weekends. 

 

Student responsibilities 
 
Before attending class sessions students will  

- Do the assigned readings 
- Post a reading reflection to the class Discussion Board (by Mondays at 10am) 
- Read all the discussion posts and respond them (by Tuesdays at 10am)  
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Course Schedule 
 
Readings may be subject to change; at least one week’s notice will be given for any 
additions or changes to reading assignments.  
 

Part I – Introduction and Overview 
 
Class 1 (Sept 14): Introductions  
 
Topics: Introduction to one another and the goals of the course. 
 
Readings: 

• McCormick, D., & Kahn, M. (1982). Barn raising: Collaborative group process in 
seminars. EXCHANGE: The Organizational Behavior Teaching Journal, 7(4), 16-20. 

• Introduction from Cresswell, T. (2013) Geographical Thought a Critical 
Introduction 

• Read over course outline and assignment descriptions for our class 
 
Class 2 (Sept 20): The Discipline of Geography 
 
Topics: What is geography? What is the history of the discipline? What are some recent 
trends in human and physical geographies? 
 
Readings: 

• Chapters 1-3 from Key Concepts in Geography: 
o Histories of geography 
o Geography and the physical sciences tradition 
o Geography and the social sciences tradition 

• Chapters 1 (p. 10-12) from Science, Philosophy and Physical Geography 
o “Is there a history of ideas in physical geography?” In: Ideas, change and 

stability in physical geography 
• Kobayashi, A. (2010). People, place, and region: 100 years of human geography 

in the Annals. Annals of the Association of American Geographers, 100(5), 1095-
1106. 

• Kwan, M. P. (2010). A century of method-oriented scholarship in the Annals. 
Annals of the Association of American Geographers, 100(5), 1060-1075. 

• [Optional] Aspinall, R. (2010). A century of physical geography research in the 
Annals. Annals of the Association of American Geographers, 100(5), 1049-1059 

• [Optional] Zimmerer, K. S. (2010). Retrospective on nature–society geography: 
Tracing trajectories (1911–2010) and reflecting on translations. Annals of the 
Association of American Geographers, 100(5), 1076-1094. 
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Part II – Philosophy and Theory  
 
Class 3 (Sept 27): Philosophy, theory and ways of understanding the world 
 
Topics: Different philosophies for how we understand the world (ontology and 
epistemology). What is reality, how can we know it? What is theory? 
 
Readings: 

• Chapters 1; Chapter 2 from Science, Philosophy and Physical Geography 
o Ideas, change and stability in physical geography 
o The nature of reality 

• Chapter 1 and Part I Intro in Approaches to Human Geography 
o Ways of knowing and ways of doing geographic research 
o Philosophies 

 
Class 4 (Oct 4): Theory and explanation in geography I 
 
Topics: Introduction to some theoretical perspectives (positivism, humanism) and a 
consideration of how they each explain geographical phenomena. 
 
Readings: 

• Begin to fill in the ‘philosophy comparison chart’ from CourseLink. We will work 
together on this in class 

• Review the specific theories (e.g. logical positivism) from Chapter 2 in Science, 
Philosophy and Physical Geography 

• Chapters 2, 3, 22 and 24 in Approaches to Human Geography: 
o Positivist Geographies and Spatial Science 
o Humanism and Democratic Place-Making 
o Quantification, evidence and positivism 
o Humanism and people-centered methods 

 
October 11 – Fall Study Break 
 
Class 5 (Oct 18): Theory and explanation in geography II 
 
Topics: Introduction to some theoretical perspectives (geospatial ontologies, positivism, 
Indigenous ontologies) and a consideration of how they each explain geographical 
phenomena. 
 
Readings: 

• Reid, G., & Sieber, R. (2020). Do geospatial ontologies perpetuate Indigenous 
assimilation?. Progress in Human Geography, 44(2), 216-234. 
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• Mulrennan, M. E. (2020). Do Landscapes Listen? Wemindji Eeyou Knowledge, 
Adaptation and Agency in the Context of Coastal Landscape Change. In 
Landscapes and Landforms of Eastern Canada (pp. 543-556). Springer, Cham. 

• Watson, A. (2013). Misunderstanding the “Nature” of Co-Management: A 
Geography of Regulatory Science and Indigenous Knowledges (IK). 
Environmental management, 52(5), 1085-1102. 

• Hunt, S. (2014). Ontologies of Indigeneity: the politics of embodying a concept. 
Cultural geographies, 21(1), 27-32. 
 

 
Class 6 (Oct 25): Geography and its exclusions  
 
Topics: Examine how the discipline of Geography has excluded certain people, 
identities, stories, knowledges etc.  
 
 

• McKittrick, K., and L. Peake. 2005. What difference does difference make to 
geography. In Questioning geography: Fundamental debates, ed. N. Castree, A. 
Rogers, and D. Sherman, 39–54. Oxford, UK: Wiley Blackwell. 

• Falconer Al-Hindi, K. 2000. Women in geography in the 21st century: Introductory 
remarks. Structure, agency, and women geographers in academia at the end of 
the long twentieth century. The Professional Geographer 52 (4):697–702. 

• Esson, J. 2020. “The why and the white”: Racism and curriculum reform in British 
geography. Area 52 (4):708–15. 

• De Leeuw, S., & Hunt, S. (2018). Unsettling decolonizing geographies. 
Geography Compass, 12(7) 
 

• OPTIONAL: Eden Kinkaid & Lauren Fritzsche (2022): The Stories We Tell: 
Challenging Exclusionary Histories of Geography in U.S. Graduate Curriculum, 
Annals of the American Association of Geographers, DOI: 
10.1080/24694452.2022.2072805 
 

Class 7 (Nov 1): Diversity and confluence in physical and human geography 
 
Topics: Consider how physical and human geography work together or are at odds with 
one another. Focus on the philosophical and theoretical aspects of this debate. How is 
knowledge production political? 
 
Readings: 

• Johnson, S. “Get rid of Geography Departments” (2012 – GEOLOG 41(1). 
• One response to “Get rid of…”  
• Frazier, A. E., & Wikle, T. A. (2017). Renaming and rebranding within US and 

Canadian geography departments, 1990–2014. The Professional Geographer, 
69(1), 12-21. 



 7 

• Cox, K.R. 2006) Physical Geography and the Geographic Thought Course, 
Journal of Geography in Higher Education, 30:3, 373-388. 

• Lave, R., Wilson, M. W., Barron, E. S., Biermann, C., Carey, M. A., Duvall, C. S., 
... & Van Dyke, C. (2014). Intervention: Critical physical geography. The 
Canadian Geographer/Le Géographe canadien, 58(1), 1-10. 

 

Part III – Concepts in Geography 
 
Class 8 (Nov 8): Student facilitated seminar: (e.g. Space and Place)  

 
Class 9 (Nov 15): Student facilitated seminar: (e.g. Human-Environment Relations)  

• Suggested: Harden, C. P. (2012). Framing and reframing questions of human–
environment interactions. Annals of the Association of American Geographers, 
102(4), 737-747. 

 
Class 10 (Nov 22): Student facilitated seminar: (e.g. Scale) 
 
 

Part IV: Conclusion  
 
Class 11 (Nov 29): Conclusions: Responsibility, ethics and academic practice  
 
Class 12: (Dec 1) – probably cancelled 
 

• Class 12 is scheduled for Thursday Dec 1st as a replacement class for the one 
missed in Fall Study Break (October 11). I don’t think we will need to have two 
classes in the same week unless we miss other days of the semester due to 
illness etc. Please keep Thursday Dec 1 12:30-3:20 free in your calendars and 
we can decide together whether we need to meet, but most likely we will end up 
cancelling this class. 
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Additional Information 

Disclaimer: Please note that the ongoing COVID-19 pandemic may necessitate a 
revision of the format of course offerings and academic schedules. Any such changes 
will be announced via CourseLink and/or class email.  

Illness: Do not come to class if you feel unwell. I will not require verification of illness 
(doctor's notes) for the fall 2022 semester.  

Copies of assignments: Please keep paper and/or other reliable back-up copies of all 
out-of-class assignments: you may be asked to resubmit work at any time. 
 
Accessibility: The University of Guelph is committed to creating a barrier-free 
environment. Providing services for students is a shared responsibility among students, 
faculty and administrators. This relationship is based on respect of individual rights, the 
dignity of the individual and the University community's shared commitment to an open 
and supportive learning environment. Students requiring service or accommodation, 
whether due to an identified, ongoing disability or a short-term disability should contact 
Student Accessibility Services as soon as possible. For more information, contact SAS 
at 519-824-4120 ext. 56208 or email accessibility@uoguelph.ca or refer to the SAS 
website. 
 
Academic Misconduct: The University of Guelph is committed to upholding the highest 
standards of academic integrity and it is the responsibility of all members of the 
University community – faculty, staff, and students – to be aware of what constitutes 
academic misconduct and to do as much as possible to prevent academic offences 
from occurring. University of Guelph students have the responsibility of abiding by the 
University's policy on academic misconduct regardless of their location of study; faculty, 
staff and students have the responsibility of supporting an environment that discourages 
misconduct. Students need to remain aware that instructors have access to and the 
right to use electronic and other means of detection. 
 
Please note: Whether or not a student intended to commit academic misconduct is not 
relevant for a finding of guilt. Hurried or careless submission of assignments does not 
excuse students from responsibility for verifying the academic integrity of their work 
before submitting it. Students who are in any doubt as to whether an action on their part 
could be construed as an academic offence should consult with a faculty member or 
faculty advisor. The Regulations regarding Academic Misconduct are detailed in the 
Graduate Calendar. 
 
Recording of Materials: Presentations which are made in relation to course work— 
including lectures—cannot be recorded or copied without the permission of the 
presenter, whether the Instructor, a classmate or guest lecturer. Material recorded with 
permission is restricted to use for that course unless further permission is granted. 
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Resources: The Academic Calendar is the source of information about the University of 
Guelph’s procedures, policies and regulations which apply to all graduate programs. 
 
 


