
 

GEOG*2210: Environment and Resources  

Summer 2019 | Section: DE 

Department of Geography 

Credit Weight: 0.50 

Calendar Description 

This course examines the interrelationships between people and biophysical processes. The 
main themes are: 1) characteristics of natural resources and processes through which they are 
developed and used and 2) human response to environmental conditions, including natural 
hazards and global change. Contemporary Canadian case studies will be presented at the 
regional and national scales. 
 
Note: This course can be taken individually or as a part of a certificate program. 

Pre-Requisite(s): GEOG* 1220 (recommended) 

Co-Requisite(s): None. 

Restriction(s): None. 

Course Learning Outcomes 

In this course, we examine the relationship between society and the environment, recognizing 
that the two are inexorably linked and influence each other. Part I (Units 1-4) of the course 
examines multiple approaches or perspectives that offer ways of characterizing and addressing 
environmental challenges. We discuss population and scarcity, political economy, risks and 
hazards and other concepts or theories. In Part II (Units 5-9), we apply the lessons from Part I to 
a variety of environmental challenges, such as carbon dioxide, bottled water, wolves and 
electronic waste. The final units, which make up Part III, introduce environmental governance 
and includes a week focused on Indigenous peoples and their role in environmental 
governance, particularly in a Canadian context.  

Learning objectives 

By the end of this course, you should be able to: 

1. Communicate in discipline-specific language; 
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2. Understand and critically assess multiple theoretical orientations related to 
environmental studies; 

3. Apply theory to real-life environmental challenges; 

4. Undertake independent research and communicate the results in a manner appropriate 
to a second-year university course; and 

5. Critically assess written materials, both academic and not. 

 

Instructor  

Lucy Sportza  

Email: lusportz@uoguelph.ca 
Telephone: (519) 824-4120 Ext. 58547 
Office: Hutt 240c 

Required textbook  

Title: Environment and Society: A Critical Introduction. 
Author(s): Robbins, P., J. Hintz and S.A. Moore. 
Edition / Year: 2nd edition, 2014 
Publisher: John Wiley & Sons, Ltd. 
ISBN: 978-1-118-45156-4 

You may purchase the textbook at the Guelph Campus Co-op Bookstore or the University of 
Guelph Bookstore. Please note that DE textbooks are located in the Distance Education section 
of the University of Guelph Bookstore. 

Assessment 

Table 1: Course Assessment 

Assessment Item Weight Learning Outcomes 

Discussion and Reflection Report 1 7.5% 1, 2, 5 

Discussion and Reflection Report 2 7.5% 1, 2, 5 

Fact-checking Assignment 10% 1, 3, 4, 5 

http://www.guelphcampus.coop/bookstore
http://www.bookstore.uoguelph.ca/
http://www.bookstore.uoguelph.ca/
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Assessment Item Weight Learning Outcomes 

Research Paper 35% 1, 2, 3, 4, 5 

Final Exam 40% 1, 2, 3, 5 

Total 100%  

 

Course Technologies 

CourseLink 

Distance Education courses are offered entirely online using CourseLink (powered by D2L's 
Brightspace), the University of Guelph's online learning management system (LMS). By using 
this service, you agree to comply with the University of Guelph's Access and Privacy Guidelines. 
Please visit the D2L website to review the Brightspace privacy statement and Brightspace 
Learning Environment web accessibility standards. 

Turnitin 

The Turnitin tool is used in this course and is integrated with the Dropbox tool. To learn more 
about Turnitin’s privacy pledge and Turnitin’s commitment to accessibility, please visit their 
website. 

Course Specific Standard Statements 

Acceptable Use 

The University of Guelph has an Acceptable Use Policy, which you are expected to adhere to. 

Rights and Responsibilities When Learning Online 

For distance education (DE) courses, the course website is considered the classroom and the 
same protections, expectations, guidelines, and regulations used in face-to-face settings apply, 
plus other policies and considerations that come into play specifically because these courses 
are online. 

For more information on your rights and responsibilities when learning in the online 
environment, visit Rights and Responsibilities. 

http://opened.uoguelph.ca/student-resources/rights-and-responsibilities 

Turnitin Originality Check 

http://www.uoguelph.ca/web/privacy/
http://www.d2l.com/legal/privacy/
http://www.d2l.com/accessibility/standards/
http://www.d2l.com/accessibility/standards/
http://turnitin.com/en_us/about-us/privacy
http://turnitin.com/en_us/about-us/accessibility
http://www.uoguelph.ca/cio/content/aup-acceptable-use-policy
http://opened.uoguelph.ca/student-resources/rights-and-responsibilities
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In this course, your instructor will be using Turnitin, integrated with the CourseLink Dropbox 
tool, to detect possible plagiarism, unauthorized collaboration or copying as part of the ongoing 
efforts to maintain academic integrity at the University of Guelph. 

All individual assignments submitted to the Dropbox tool will be included as source documents 
in the Turnitin.com reference database solely for the purpose of detecting plagiarism of such 
papers. Use of the Turnitin.com service is subject to the Usage Policy posted on the 
Turnitin.com site. 

A major benefit of using Turnitin is that you will be able to educate and empower yourself in 
preventing academic misconduct. In this course, you may screen your own assignments through 
Turnitin as many times as you wish before the due date. You will be able to see and print 
reports that show you exactly where you have properly and improperly referenced the outside 
sources and materials in your assignment. 

University Standard Statements 

University of Guelph: Undergraduate Policies 

As a student of the University of Guelph, it is important for you to understand your rights and 
responsibilities and the academic rules and regulations that you must abide by. 

If you are a registered University of Guelph Degree Student, consult the Undergraduate 
Calendar for the rules, regulations, curricula, programs and fees for current and previous 
academic years. 

If you are an Open Learning Program Student, consult the Open Learning Program Calendar for 
information about University of Guelph administrative policies, procedures and services. 

https://www.uoguelph.ca/registrar/calendars/undergraduate/current/ 

http://opened.uoguelph.ca/student-resources/open-learning-program-calendar 

Email Communication 

University of Guelph Degree Students 

As per university regulations, all students are required to check their uoguelph.ca e-mail 
account regularly: e-mail is the official route of communication between the University and its 
students. 

Open Learning Program Students 

Check your email account (the account you provided upon registration) regularly for important 
communications, as this is the primary conduit by which the Open Learning and Educational 
Support will notify you of events, deadlines, announcements or any other official information. 

http://www.uoguelph.ca/registrar/calendars/undergraduate/current/
http://www.uoguelph.ca/registrar/calendars/undergraduate/current/
http://opened.uoguelph.ca/en/students/open-learning-program-calendar.asp
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When You Cannot Meet Course Requirements 

When you find yourself unable to meet an in-course requirement due to illness or 
compassionate reasons, please advise your course instructor in writing, with your name, ID 
number and email contact. 

University of Guelph Degree Students 

Consult the Undergraduate Calendar for information on regulations and procedures for 
Academic Consideration. 

Open Learning Program Students 

Please refer to the Open Learning Program Calendar for information on regulations and 
procedures for requesting Academic Consideration. 

Drop Date 

University of Guelph Degree Students 

The last date to drop one-semester courses, without academic penalty, is indicated on the 
Schedule section of this course outline. Review the Undergraduate Calendar for regulations and 
procedures for Dropping Courses. 

Open Learning Program Students 

Please refer to the Open Learning Program Calendar. 

Copies of Assignments 

Keep paper and/or other reliable back-up copies of all assignments: you may be asked to 
resubmit work at any time. 

Accessibility 

The University of Guelph is committed to creating a barrier-free environment. Providing 
services for students is a shared responsibility among students, faculty and administrators. This 
relationship is based on respect of individual rights, the dignity of the individual and the 
University community's shared commitment to an open and supportive learning environment. 

University of Guelph Degree Students 

Students requiring service or accommodation, whether due to an identified, ongoing disability 
or a short-term disability should contact Accessibility Services as soon as possible. 

For more information, contact Accessibility Services at 519-824-4120 ext. 56208, email 
Accessibility Services or visit the Accessibility Services website. 

http://www.uoguelph.ca/registrar/calendars/undergraduate/current/c08/c08-ac.shtml
http://opened.uoguelph.ca/en/students/open-learning-program-calendar.asp
http://www.uoguelph.ca/registrar/calendars/undergraduate/current/c08/c08-drop.shtml
http://www.uoguelph.ca/registrar/calendars/undergraduate/current/c08/c08-drop.shtml
http://opened.uoguelph.ca/en/students/open-learning-program-calendar.asp
mailto:accessibility@uoguelph.ca
mailto:accessibility@uoguelph.ca
https://wellness.uoguelph.ca/accessibility/
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accessibility@uoguelph.ca 

Open Learning Program Students 

If you are an Open Learning program student who requires academic accommodation, please 
contact the Academic Assistant to the Director. Please ensure that you contact us before the 
end of the first week of your course (every semester) in order to avoid any delays in support. 
Documentation from a health professional is required for all academic accommodations. Please 
note that all information provided will be held in confidence. 

If you require textbooks produced in an alternate format (e.g., DAISY, Braille, large print or 
eText), please contact the Academic Assistant to the Director at least two months prior to the 
course start date. If contact is not made within the suggested time frame, support may be 
delayed. It is recommended that you refer to the course outline before beginning your course 
in order to determine the required readings. 

The provision of academic accommodation is a shared responsibility between OpenEd and the 
student requesting accommodation. It is recognized that academic accommodations are 
intended to “level the playing field” for students with disabilities. 

jessica.martin@uoguelph.ca 

Academic Misconduct 

The University of Guelph is committed to upholding the highest standards of academic integrity 
and it is the responsibility of all members of the University community – faculty, staff, and 
students – to be aware of what constitutes academic misconduct and to do as much as possible 
to prevent academic offences from occurring. University of Guelph students have the 
responsibility of abiding by the University's policy on academic misconduct regardless of their 
location of study; faculty, staff and students have the responsibility of supporting an 
environment that discourages misconduct. Students need to remain aware that instructors 
have access to and the right to use electronic and other means of detection. 

Please note: Whether or not a student intended to commit academic misconduct is not relevant 
for a finding of guilt. Hurried or careless submission of assignments does not excuse students 
from responsibility for verifying the academic integrity of their work before submitting it. 
Students who are in any doubt as to whether an action on their part could be construed as an 
academic offence should consult with a faculty member or faculty advisor. 

The Academic Misconduct Policy is detailed in the Undergraduate Calendar. 

Copyright Notice 

mailto:jessica.martin@uoguelph.ca
mailto:jessica.martin@uoguelph.ca
http://www.uoguelph.ca/registrar/calendars/undergraduate/current/c08/c08-amisconduct.shtml
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Content within this course is copyright protected. Third party copyrighted materials (such as 
book chapters and articles) have either been licensed for use in this course, or have been 
copied under an exception or limitation in Canadian Copyright law. 

The fair dealing exemption in Canada's Copyright Act permits students to reproduce short 
excerpts from copyright-protected materials for purposes such as research, education, private 
study, criticism and review, with proper attribution. Any other copying, communicating, or 
distribution of any content provided in this course, except as permitted by law, may be an 
infringement of copyright if done without proper license or the consent of the copyright owner. 
Examples of infringing uses of copyrighted works would include uploading materials to a 
commercial third party web site, or making paper or electronic reproductions of all, or a 
substantial part, of works such as textbooks for commercial purposes. 

Students who upload to CourseLink copyrighted materials such as book chapters, journal 
articles, or materials taken from the Internet, must ensure that they comply with Canadian 
Copyright law or with the terms of the University’s electronic resource licenses. 

For more information about students’ rights and obligations with respect to copyrighted works, 
review Fair Dealing Guidance for Students. 

http://www.lib.uoguelph.ca/sites/default/files/fair_dealing_policy_0.pdf 

Plagiarism Detection Software 

Students should be aware that faculty have the right to use software to aid in the detection of 
plagiarism or copying and to examine students orally on submitted work. For students found 
guilty of academic misconduct, serious penalties, up to and including suspension or expulsion 
from the University can be imposed. 

Recording of Materials 

Presentations which are made in relation to course work—including lectures—cannot be 
recorded or copied without the permission of the presenter, whether the instructor, a 
classmate or guest lecturer. Material recorded with permission is restricted to use for that 
course unless further permission is granted. 

http://www.lib.uoguelph.ca/sites/default/files/fair_dealing_policy_0.pdf

