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HUMAN IMPACT ON THE ENVIRONMENT 
GEOG*1220 | Winter 2023 M/W/F 1:30 - 2:20PM 
THRN 1200 

Department of Geography, Environment and Geomatics | University of Guelph 
 
 
 

Public Health & COVID-19 (Adapted from Dr. Jen Silver, Dr Jacklyn Cockburn and others) 
It is our collective responsibility to ensure our classroom remains a safe and healthy environment for all of us. The Covid-19 pandemic is not 
over. It may be fair to say that we are in a different phase and/or that the risks for many people, especially fully vaccinated individuals, have 
lessened. However, risks -- of (re)infection and of negative long-term health outcomes -- remain for all of us. For people with frequent or 
intense patterns of exposure (e.g., staff in or frequent visitor to healthcare settings) and/or certain types of home, care-giving or other family 
circumstances and/or those who are immunocompromised or unable to receive the vaccine, the risk of (re)infection and negative health 
outcomes remain very high. One way that everyone in this class can contribute to making our learning environment safer and more equitable is 
to choose to wear a mask when we are together (i.e., in the classroom and in any instances of in-person meetings or office hours).   
 
Strict compliance with all public health regulations set forth by the Government of Ontario, Wellington-Dufferin-Guelph Public Health, and the 
University of Guelph is required. For University of Guelph policy statements and updates on Covid-19, including the request that anyone who 
feels sick stay home, please see: https://news.uoguelph.ca/covid-19/. Hospitality Services will have rapid tests available for students at the 
checkout counter of various locations across campus, including: Chef’s Kitchen in the University Centre; Creelman Hall; Starbucks in the library; 
the Bookstore; and wayfinding stations in Branion Plaza and Creelman Plaza during Orientation Week. Rapid tests and vaccination shots will 
also be available from Student Health Services. 
 
 

Course Description 
This course provides foundational understanding in the societal dimensions and drivers of environmental issues. Our goal is to understand how 
some of the world’s most pressing environmental issues - climate change, biodiversity loss, water pollution, and so on - have their roots in social, 
political and economic institutions and processes. We will achieve this goal by integrating perspectives from environmental and social sciences. 

 
The course is best described in two parts. First, we review basic concepts that will help us to think about, or conceptualize, human-environment 
relationships. Here, we provide an introduction to ideas in environmental governance and environmental justice. Second, we will explore a range 
of key issues around resource use and environmental degradation, with particular emphasis on food, energy, and water systems. Throughout 

https://news.uoguelph.ca/covid-19/
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the course we will contrast issues and management approaches in various countries around the world, but with emphasis on Canadian and 
North American examples. 

 
Course Organization 

• Mondays & Wednesdays: lectures 
o In-person 

• Fridays: Virtual seminars (& occasional guest lectures!) 
o Virtual, Synchronous 
o See course zoom link 
o Attendance is mandatory! 

 
 Office Hours 

Professor Dr. Anna 
Stanley 

asta@uoguelph.ca Hutt 347 TBD Via Zoom 

TAs    TBD 
    TBD 

 
Learning Outcomes 
By the end of this course, you will be able to: 

1. Describe environmental changes from a biophysical perspective using the language of earth system sciences (e.g. feedback loops, 
open/closed systems, nutrient cycles, etc.) 

2. Identify, apply, and evaluate different theories explaining what drives human impacts on the environment 
3. Identify, apply, and evaluate approaches to managing human impacts on environment 
4. Synthesize diverse sources of knowledge to communicate to varied audiences about real-world, place-based environmental issues 

 
 
Readings & Resources 
There is no textbook for this class.  Required readings (journal articles, book chapters, reports) and other required course materials (e.g., media 
articles, podcasts and films) are listed in the syllabus and available through course link via the Ares library Tab.  A reading list is provided below.   

 

 
 
 
 
 

mailto:enost@uoguelph.ca
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Course Schedule 
   
 

 
 LECTURES (Mondays & Wednesdays) 

 
 VIRTUAL SEMINARS (Fridays) 

 
ASSIGNMENTS 

 
 Week 1: 
(Jan 9, 11, 13) 
 

 
Course Logistics & Critical Introduction to 
Environment- Society Relations  
 

Readings: Withgott, Laposta & Murk (2017) 
chapter 2 
 

 
Intro to Zoom and Seminar Logistics  
 

 Readings: Review seminar information & instructions 
(course link folder) 

 
 

 
 Week 2:  
(Jan 16, 18, 20) 

 
 Are we in the Anthropocene?  

 
Finding and Identifying Peer Reviewed Literature (TBC: 
guest workshop, U of G librarian & assignment 
overview) 

 
 Reading: assignment guidelines (see course link) 

*Research Journal    
Topic Due 
 

 
 Week 3: 
(Jan 23, 25, 27) 

 
What Drives Environmental 
Degradation? 
 
 

 
 Avoiding Plagiarism (Office of the Assistant Dean     
Academic) 

 
  

 
 Week 4:  
(Jan 30, Feb 1, 3) 

Introducing the Politics of 
Environmental Governance 

Reading: McIntosh & Sayed (2022) 

 What shapes Environmental Law and Policy? 

 Required readings/materials: 

 Listen: to the podcast ‘federalism, party politics and the 
environment’ (episode 6 of the ecopolitics podcast’) 
https://www.ecopoliticspodcast.ca/episode-6-
federalism-party-politics-and-environment 

 Read: Meyer (2022); Mildenberger (2019);Woodside 
(2022, April 6); Week 4 seminar guide & worksheet 

 

 

 
*Week 4 Group 
Seminar Worksheet 
due by midnight 

https://www.ecopoliticspodcast.ca/episode-6-federalism-party-politics-and-environment
https://www.ecopoliticspodcast.ca/episode-6-federalism-party-politics-and-environment
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 LECTURES (Mondays &Wednesdays)  

  
 VIRTUAL SEMINARS (Fridays) 

 
 ASSIGNMENTS 

 
 Week 5: 
 (Feb 6, 8, 10) 

 
 Oceans & Fisheries  
 
Required: Listen to the Podcast: ‘the gold 
rush’ (episode 2 of the salmon people) 
https://www.nationalobserver.com/podcas
t/salmon-people 
 
 

 
 What About Settler Colonialism? Indigenous rights, 
management and fisheries governance 
 
Required readings/materials: 
Listen: to the podcast ‘treaty relations and 
environmental politics’ (season 1 episode 10 of the 
ecopolitics podcast) at: 
https://www.ecopoliticspodcast.ca/episode-10-treaty-
relations-and-environmental-politics-in-canada-3/ 
 
Watch: ‘in defense of our treaties’ (Stiegman 2008) 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AeIOZMtcoIo 
 
Read: Week 5 seminar guide & worksheet 

 
*Week 5 Group 
Seminar Worksheet 
 
*Research Journal 1 
due  

 

 
Week 6: 
(Feb 13, 15, 17) 

 
Water Everywhere and Not a Drop to 
Drink? The hydrological cycle as a social 
system 
 
 
 

 
Fresh-Water & Mining Waste: a ‘Collective Action’ 
Problem? 
 
Readings: Cruikshank (2022); Week 6 seminar guide & 
worksheet 
 

 
*Week 6 Group 
seminar worksheet 
Due, 5pm 
 
 

https://www.nationalobserver.com/podcast/salmon-people
https://www.nationalobserver.com/podcast/salmon-people
https://www.ecopoliticspodcast.ca/episode-10-treaty-relations-and-environmental-politics-in-canada-3/
https://www.ecopoliticspodcast.ca/episode-10-treaty-relations-and-environmental-politics-in-canada-3/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AeIOZMtcoIo
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 LECTURES (Mondays & Wednesdays) 
 

 
 VIRTUAL SEMINARS (Fridays) 

 

 
ASSIGNMENTS 

READING WEEK 
 
(Feb 20-24) 
 

NO SCHEDULES CLASSES NO SCHEDULED CLASSES  

 
 Week 7:  
(Feb 27, Mar 1, 3) 

Producing Edible Environments: 
Connecting Food Production to the 
Landscapes Around Us 
 
 

 
What shapes the food system? 
 
Required readings/materials: 
 
Listen to: ‘Feeding the Future’ (quirks and quarks 
podcast) https://www.cbc.ca/listen/live-radio/1-51-
quirks-and-quarks/clip/15897361-a-quirks-and-quarks-
special-feeding-the-future 
 
Read:  Ambrose (2022); Week 7 seminar guide & 
worksheet 
 

 
*Week 7 Group 
seminar worksheet 
Due 
 

  
 Week 8: 
(Mar 6, 8, 10) 

 
Geographies of Energy Production & 
Transition I 
 
Readings/ Materials: 
Read: Saxifrage (2022); Woodside (2022 
Jan 20, & Jan 27); Woodside (2021 Oct 
21 &Oct 28); Herr. Osaka & Stone (ND). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

  
Ontario’s Energy Transition in Context:  The Ring of Fire 
& Climate Change 
 
Readings: MacIntosh (2022 Aug 2 & May 11); Wilt 2021; 
Week 8 seminar guide & worksheet 
 

 
*Research Journal 
2 due 
 
*Week 8 Seminar 
Worksheet due 
 
 

 
 

https://www.cbc.ca/listen/live-radio/1-51-quirks-and-quarks/clip/15897361-a-quirks-and-quarks-special-feeding-the-future
https://www.cbc.ca/listen/live-radio/1-51-quirks-and-quarks/clip/15897361-a-quirks-and-quarks-special-feeding-the-future
https://www.cbc.ca/listen/live-radio/1-51-quirks-and-quarks/clip/15897361-a-quirks-and-quarks-special-feeding-the-future
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 LECTURES (Mondays & Wednesdays) 

  
 VIRTUAL SEMINAR (Fridays) 

 
 ASSIGNMENTS 

Week 9:  
(Mar 13, 15, 17) 

Geographies of Energy Production & 
Transition II 
Listen: to the podcasts ‘On the Road 
Again’ and ‘Getting off of Oil and Gas’ . 
Episodes 4 &5 of  the National 
Observer’s series: Race Against Climate 
Change  
 
 
 

 
 Climate Justice & Pathways to a Low Carbon Future 
 
Listen: to the podcast ‘Break the Silos’. Episodes 6 of  
the National Observer’s series: Race Against Climate 
Change.  
   
 

 
 
*Week 9 Group  
Seminar 
Worksheet due 
 

 
 Week 10: 
(Mar 20, 22, 24) 

 
From e-waste to fast fashion and 
plastic pollution: environmental 
implications of disposable life 

“How Plastic is a function of Colonialism” 
Readings: Liboiron (2018); Week 10 seminar guide & 
worksheet 

 
  

*Week 10 Group 
Seminar 
worksheet due 
 

  
 Week 11: 
(Mar 27, 29, 31) 

 
Social nature: what should nature 
look like in the so called 
‘Anthropocene’? Looking at forests 
and biodiversity conservation 

 
No class Meeting.  
Drop- in assignment support with TAs 
(Virtual: See course link for link details) 
 

  
 

 

 
Week 12: (April 3, 5) 

Course Catch-up & Review  
Last course meeting. 

   
 No Class Meeting Easter Holliday 

*Policy memo due 
Thursday April 6th 
 

 
EXAM:  April 14, 2-30-4:30pm 
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Reading List (by week/not alphabetical) 
 
Week 1 
Withgott, Laposata and Murk (2017) Chapter 2: Earth System and Ecosystems.  In Environment: 
The Science Behind the Stories 3rd Edition.  Pearson  
 
Week 4 
McIntosh & Sayed (updated May 2022) First, Doug Ford ‘stopped the carbon tax’: how Progressive 
Conservatives reshaped Ontario’s environmental policy.  The Narwhal. 
https://thenarwhal.ca/doug-ford-ontario-environment-explainer/ 

 
Seminar (Week4) 
Meyer (June 22, 2022).  Investigation: How oil lobbyists persuaded Alberta to weaken rules for 
dirty facilities.  The Narwhal https://thenarwhal.ca/alberta-climate-methane-cnrl/ 
 
Woodside (April 6, 2022) Government risks disaster by barely mentioning financial sector in 
climate plan. The Observer. https://www.nationalobserver.com/2022/04/06/news/government-
risks-disaster-barely-mentioning-financial-sector-climate-plan 
 
Mildenberger (July 9, 2019) New Brunswick’s timid foray into carbon pricing. Policy Options 
https://policyoptions.irpp.org/magazines/july-2019/new-brunswicks-timid-foray-into-carbon-
pricing/ 

Listen to the podcast: Federalism, Party Politics and the Environment (episode 6, season 1 of The 
Ecopolitics Podcast, Host P Andree and R. Katz-Rosene) 
https://www.ecopoliticspodcast.ca/episode-6-federalism-party-politics-and-environment 
 
Week 5 
Listen to the Podcast:  The Gold Rush (episode 2 of The Salmon People, Host S. Bartlett. The 
Observer) https://www.nationalobserver.com/podcast/salmon-people 
 
Week 5 (Seminar) 
Listen to the podcast: Treaty Relations and Environmental Politics (season 1, episode 10 of The 
Ecopolitics Podcast, Host P Andree and R. Katz-Rosene) 
https://www.ecopoliticspodcast.ca/episode-10-treaty-relations-and-environmental-politics-in-
canada-3/ 
 
Watch: ‘In Defense of Our Treaties (Stiegman 2008) 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AeIOZMtcoIo 
 
Week 6 (Seminar) 
 
Cruikshank (April 23, 2022).  How pollution from Canadian coal mines threatens the fish at the 
heart of communities from B.C. to Idaho. The Narwhal. https://thenarwhal.ca/teck-resources-coal-
transboundary/ 
 

https://thenarwhal.ca/doug-ford-ontario-environment-explainer/
https://thenarwhal.ca/alberta-climate-methane-cnrl/
https://www.nationalobserver.com/2022/04/06/news/government-risks-disaster-barely-mentioning-financial-sector-climate-plan
https://www.nationalobserver.com/2022/04/06/news/government-risks-disaster-barely-mentioning-financial-sector-climate-plan
https://policyoptions.irpp.org/magazines/july-2019/new-brunswicks-timid-foray-into-carbon-pricing/
https://policyoptions.irpp.org/magazines/july-2019/new-brunswicks-timid-foray-into-carbon-pricing/
https://www.ecopoliticspodcast.ca/episode-6-federalism-party-politics-and-environment
https://www.nationalobserver.com/podcast/salmon-people
https://www.ecopoliticspodcast.ca/episode-10-treaty-relations-and-environmental-politics-in-canada-3/
https://www.ecopoliticspodcast.ca/episode-10-treaty-relations-and-environmental-politics-in-canada-3/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AeIOZMtcoIo
https://thenarwhal.ca/teck-resources-coal-transboundary/
https://thenarwhal.ca/teck-resources-coal-transboundary/
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Week 7 seminar 
Listen to the Podcast: Feeding the Future (Quirks and Quarks, Host B. McDonald—CBC Radio).  
https://www.cbc.ca/listen/live-radio/1-51-quirks-and-quarks/clip/15897361-a-quirks-and-quarks-
special-feeding-the-future 
 
Ambrose (April 9, 2022).  Animals farmed: Tesco’s polluting poultry, killer heat and China’s pork 
boom. The guardian’s Weekly food and agriculture ‘round up.’ The Guardian 
https://www.theguardian.com/animals-farmed/2022/aug/09/animals-farmed-tescos-polluting-
poultry-killer-heat-and-chinas-pork-boom 
 
Week 8 readings 
Saxifrage (July 27 2022). Canada’s fossil-fuelled sprint away from climate safety.  The Observer. 
https://www.nationalobserver.com/2022/07/27/analysis/canada-fossil-fuelled-sprint-away-
climate-safety 
 
Woodside (January 20 2022) Are Canada’s carbon capture plans a ‘pipe dream’? The Observer 
https://www.nationalobserver.com/2022/01/20/news/are-canadas-carbon-capture-plans-pipe-
dream 
 
Woodside (January 27 2022)  Aviation’s nasty unclaimed carbon emissions baggage.  The Observer.  
https://www.nationalobserver.com/2022/01/27/news/aviation-nasty-unclaimed-carbon-
emissions-baggage 
 
Woodside (October 28 2021) Fossil fuel industry dominates Canada’s 100 largest emitters. The 
Observer. https://www.nationalobserver.com/2021/10/28/news/fossil-fuel-industry-dominates-
canadas-100-largest-emitters 
 
Woodside (October 21, 2021) Canada’s 100 dirtiest emitters.  The Observer 
https://www.nationalobserver.com/2021/10/21/news/canadas-100-dirtiest-emitters 
 
 
Herr, Osaka & Stone (ND). Points of no Return.  Grist https://grist.org/climate-tipping-points-amazon-
greenland-boreal-forest/ 
 
Seminar (week 8) 
McIntosh (August 2, 2022) Everything you need to know about the push to mine Ontario’s Ring of 
Fire. The Narwhal. https://thenarwhal.ca/ontario-ring-of-fire-explainer/ 
 
McIntosh (May 11, 2022) Investigation: Four years in, Doug Ford still can’t pay for a mining road to 
Ontario’s Ring of Fire: internal documents.  The Narwhal  https://thenarwhal.ca/ring-of-fire-
ontario-election/ 
 
Wilt (July 11, 2021). In Depth: The battle for the ‘breathing lands’: Ontario’s Ring of Fire and the 
fate of its carbon-rich peatlands.  The Narwhal.  https://thenarwhal.ca/ring-of-fire-ontario-
peatlands-carbon-climate/ 
 
 

https://www.cbc.ca/listen/live-radio/1-51-quirks-and-quarks/clip/15897361-a-quirks-and-quarks-special-feeding-the-future
https://www.cbc.ca/listen/live-radio/1-51-quirks-and-quarks/clip/15897361-a-quirks-and-quarks-special-feeding-the-future
https://www.theguardian.com/animals-farmed/2022/aug/09/animals-farmed-tescos-polluting-poultry-killer-heat-and-chinas-pork-boom
https://www.theguardian.com/animals-farmed/2022/aug/09/animals-farmed-tescos-polluting-poultry-killer-heat-and-chinas-pork-boom
https://www.nationalobserver.com/2022/07/27/analysis/canada-fossil-fuelled-sprint-away-climate-safety
https://www.nationalobserver.com/2022/07/27/analysis/canada-fossil-fuelled-sprint-away-climate-safety
https://www.nationalobserver.com/2022/01/20/news/are-canadas-carbon-capture-plans-pipe-dream
https://www.nationalobserver.com/2022/01/20/news/are-canadas-carbon-capture-plans-pipe-dream
https://www.nationalobserver.com/2022/01/27/news/aviation-nasty-unclaimed-carbon-emissions-baggage
https://www.nationalobserver.com/2022/01/27/news/aviation-nasty-unclaimed-carbon-emissions-baggage
https://www.nationalobserver.com/2021/10/28/news/fossil-fuel-industry-dominates-canadas-100-largest-emitters
https://www.nationalobserver.com/2021/10/28/news/fossil-fuel-industry-dominates-canadas-100-largest-emitters
https://www.nationalobserver.com/2021/10/21/news/canadas-100-dirtiest-emitters
https://grist.org/climate-tipping-points-amazon-greenland-boreal-forest/
https://grist.org/climate-tipping-points-amazon-greenland-boreal-forest/
https://thenarwhal.ca/ontario-ring-of-fire-explainer/
https://thenarwhal.ca/ring-of-fire-ontario-election/
https://thenarwhal.ca/ring-of-fire-ontario-election/
https://thenarwhal.ca/ring-of-fire-ontario-peatlands-carbon-climate/
https://thenarwhal.ca/ring-of-fire-ontario-peatlands-carbon-climate/
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Week 9 (readings) 
Listen to the podcast: Getting off Oil and Gas (Episode 5 of the Race Against Climate, The National 
Observer) https://www.nationalobserver.com/podcast/race-against-climate-change/getting-oil-
and-gas 
 
Listen to the podcasts:  ‘On the Road Again’ ( Episodes 4 of the: Race Against Climate Change, The National 
observer). https://www.nationalobserver.com/podcast/race-against-climate-change/getting-oil-and-gas 
 
Week 9 (Seminar) 
Listen to the podcast: ‘Break the Silos’. Episodes 6 of the Race Against Climate Change, the National 
Observer. https://www.nationalobserver.com/podcast/race-against-climate-change/break-silos 
 
 
Week 10 seminar 

Liborion (2018) How Plastic Is a Function of Colonialism.  Teen Vogue 
https://www.teenvogue.com/story/how-plastic-is-a-function-of-colonialism  

 
 
 
 

Methods of Evaluation 
Assignment Deadline Weight 
Seminar Participation & Engagement  
(weeks 1-12; see below for further 
detail) 

You will regularly develop & extend your 
understanding of course themes and topics in a 
small group seminar context. Seminars will be 
conducted virtually (using zoom) on Fridays 
during class time.   
 
Grades will be assessed based on the group’s 
completion of a ‘seminar worksheet’ to be 
submitted following each seminar.  The 
worksheet will document the group’s insights 
and deliberations as they work through a series 
of discussion prompts, questions and exercises 
associated with each seminar.   
 
Worksheets are assessed on a pass/fail basis. 
 
An individual student’s grade will be based on 
the best 6/7 seminar grades. 

25% 

Exam (April 14) The exam will consist of multiple- choice questions. 
Questions will be inclusive of the entire course. You 
will have two hours to complete it, though it will be 
written to take less time. 

25% 

Research Journal and Policy Memo  
(see below for further detail) 

Throughout the course, you will turn in 2 short 
“journal entries” that will prepare you to write a 
policy memo. 

50% 

https://www.nationalobserver.com/podcast/race-against-climate-change/getting-oil-and-gas
https://www.nationalobserver.com/podcast/race-against-climate-change/getting-oil-and-gas
https://www.nationalobserver.com/podcast/race-against-climate-change/getting-oil-and-gas
https://www.nationalobserver.com/podcast/race-against-climate-change/break-silos
https://www.teenvogue.com/story/how-plastic-is-a-function-of-colonialism
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Your topic statement is due week 2 for approval 
(ungraded). Submission of the topic statement is 
required before turning in the Research Journal 
Entries 
Entry #1 – Week 5 – 15% 
Entry #2 – Week 8– 15% 
Policy Memo – Week 12 – 20% 

 

Seminar Participation & engagement 
Please take note: you will receive more detailed instructions (e.g., seminar guides, worksheets & 
information) in follow up documents.  
 
Students will be assigned to a seminar group of approximately 10 students who will meet continuously 
through the semester at regularly scheduled seminar meetings.  All seminar meetings will take place 
virtually during Friday’s regularly scheduled class meetings. Attendance is mandatory.  
 
Students will prepare seminar materials (readings, films, podcasts etc) in advance using the seminar 
guides provided.  Every seminar has a different guide, that will contain a set of questions and/or 
prompts intended to help you prepare the seminar material and assist with effective participation in the 
seminar.  You are expected to bring your completed guide with you to the seminar and use it to support 
your contribution to the discussion.   
 
Seminar groups will complete and submit a ‘group seminar worksheet’ (provided) for grading by 
midnight on the same day as the seminar.  The midnight due date is really just a grace period so you 
don’t have to cut your discussion short! If you have prepared for the seminar and used your time 
effectively, your worksheet should be complete, or mostly complete by the end of the seminar—this is 
not supposed to be a polished/edited piece of work.   Worksheets are intended to record elements of 
the group discussion and document the group’s insights and deliberations.   Worksheets will be 
assessed on a pass/ fail basis (see evaluation criteria) and must be typed and written in complete 
sentences with attention to grammar and spelling.  Please submit the worksheet (1 per group) to the 
relevant section of the course link drop box.  
 
An individual student’s best 6 of 7 seminars will be counted towards their individual mark. In order to be 
entitled to the week’s group seminar grade, a student must attend the entire seminar and actively 
participate in the discussion.  Attendance and participation will be verified prior to attributing individual 
grades.  Course TAs and the instructor will circulate regularly thought the breakout rooms to support 
the seminars, monitor engagement and offer support.   
 
Note that individual seminar guides will not be evaluated. These are intended to support preparation 
and set you up to participate effectively in the seminar.  However, students are required to retain a 
copy of all completed seminar guides as a record of preparation and participation.  In the event that a 
particular student’s contribution to a group may be at issue, the student may be asked to immediately 
provide copies of completed guides as proof of seminar preparation.  
 
Students who do not attend a given seminar will receive a mark of zero for that seminar.   
 
Groups who do not submit their seminar worksheet by midnight on the day of the seminar will receive a 
mark of zero.  Late submissions will not be accepted.  
 
Only students with validated, extenuating circumstances will be provided the opportunity to make-up  
missed seminars with an alternative assignment.   
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Research Journal and Policy Memo 
Please take note: you will receive more detailed instructions for these assignments in follow up documents 
 
You will first identify a specific human impact on the environment you would like to learn more about 
over the course of the semester. For each journal entry, you will complete an annotated bibliography of 1 
peer-reviewed scholarly article and 1 other source, and write a 1 paragraph reflection on what you have 
learned about your topic from these materials. Finally, you’ll synthesize the work you’ve done in your 
journal entries and write a policy memo. 

 
The journal entries and policy memo must be submitted on time to the relevant section of Course link. 
Late assignments will be penalized at the rate of 5% per day. Students whose assignment is late because 
of valid medical reason, family emergency, or other acceptable reason will not be penalized. We are only 
able to make accommodations if we are aware of your situation, so please keep the lines of 
communication open as early and often as possible. 

 
 
Asking for Help 

1. Check here! (the course outline) 
2. Check course link! 
3. Email your TA or Professor (see below). 
4. Check the “Get Assistance” link from the Library: http://www.lib.uoguelph.ca/get-assistance 
5. Attend your TA’s office hours 
6. Attend your Professor’s office hours 

 

When to contact your TA: 
• Questions about virtual seminars should be directed to the TA to which your group is 

assigned 
• Questions about the research briefs and policy memo, including about your grade should 

be directed to the TA to whom you have been assigned.  Note TAs will be grading and 
advising on these assignments. 

When to contact your professor: 
• Questions  about lectures (including lecture content) should be directed to your professor 
• Requests for extensions should be directed to your Professor 

 

What you can expect from me 
• To help you not only understand but get excited about the material, learning as much as possible! 

We're all coming from different perspectives and starting points, meaning that it is everyone’s 
responsibility, but especially mine, to work to provide a respectful and engaging learning 
environment. I'm here to work with you from where you are and build up your understanding of 
the course content. 

• To provide prompt feedback on assignments. 
• To give you a sense of the flow of the semester – when the assignment load will be heavier, so 

that you can prepare appropriately. 
• To assist in developing your critical analysis and communication skills, through our assignments. 

These are skills that will be useful to you in both your chosen profession and as a citizen. 
• To advise you on future coursework, jobs, grad school, and/or volunteering opportunities. 

http://www.lib.uoguelph.ca/get-assistance
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What I expect of you 
• To treat each other with respect. Our classroom is a safe space for all students, regardless of sex, 

gender, race, ethnicity, religion, age, sexual orientation, political orientation, nationality, ability or 
disability. Every person is welcome here. 

• To communicate with me about what you expect from the course, what you need, and your 
challenges. 

• To put your best possible effort into this class. 
 
A brief Q&A 
Q: How do I contact you? 
A: Email (see above). I will respond to your requests and questions as soon as I can. Please do not count 
on an immediate response, especially for important last minute questions regarding assignments. I am 
not able to respond over the weekend.  

 
Q: I’m confused about the material--what should I do? 
A: First off, don’t feel embarrassed—few scholars, whether undergraduates or tenured professors - 
understand everything completely the first time! Please bring your questions to class! If you are confused, 
it’s likely that your classmates are, too. If you bring me questions, it helps me evaluate how best to help 
you learn the material. If you are still confused, please come to my office hours. I am glad to help! 

 
Q: I have to miss an exam for a family/personal/medical emergency. What should I do? 
A: As soon as possible, get in touch via email. 

 
Q: I’m not happy about my assignment grade. Will you change it? 
A: For a regrade, wait 24 hours, then email a written description of why you deserve a better grade to: 
your TA.  Note: For regrades, we reserve the right to either increase OR decrease your grade depending 
on what we find in regrading. 

 
 

University of Guelph Policy Statements 

E-mail Communication 
As per university regulations, all students are required to check their <uoguelph.ca> e-mail account 
regularly: e-mail is the official route of communication between the University and its students. 

When You Cannot Meet a Course Requirement 
When you find yourself unable to meet an in-course requirement because of illness or compassionate 
reasons, please advise the course instructor (or designated person, such as a teaching assistant) in 
writing, with your name, id#, and e-mail contact. See the undergraduate calendar for information on 
regulations and procedures for Academic Consideration. 

Drop Date 
Courses that are one semester long must be dropped by the end of the last day of classes; two-semester 
courses must be dropped by the last day of classes in the second semester. The regulations and 
procedures for Dropping Courses are available in the Undergraduate Calendar. 

Copies of out-of-class assignments 
Keep paper and/or other reliable back-up copies of all out-of-class assignments: you may be asked to 
resubmit work at any time. 

Accessibility 
The University promotes the full participation of students who experience disabilities in their academic 
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programs. To that end, the provision of academic accommodation is a shared responsibility between the 
University and the student. 

When accommodations are needed, the student is required to first register with Student Accessibility 
Services (SAS). Documentation to substantiate the existence of a disability is required, however, interim 
accommodations may be possible while that process is underway. 

Accommodations are available for both permanent and temporary disabilities. It should be noted that 
common illnesses such as a cold or the flu do not constitute a disability. 

Use of the SAS Exam Centre requires students to make a booking at least 7 days in advance, and no later 
than November 1 (fall), March 1 (winter) or July 1 (summer). Similarly, new or changed accommodations 
for online quizzes, tests and exams must be approved at least a week ahead of time. 

More information: www.uoguelph.ca/sas 

Academic Misconduct 
The University of Guelph is committed to upholding the highest standards of academic integrity and it is 
the responsibility of all members of the University community – faculty, staff, and students – to be aware 
of what constitutes academic misconduct and to do as much as possible to prevent academic offences 
from occurring. University of Guelph students have the responsibility of abiding by the University's policy 
on academic misconduct regardless of their location of study; faculty, staff and students have the 
responsibility of supporting an environment that discourages misconduct. Students need to remain 
aware that instructors have access to and the right to use electronic and other means of detection. 

Please note: Whether or not a student intended to commit academic misconduct is not relevant for a 
finding of guilt. Hurried or careless submission of assignments does not excuse students from 

http://www.uoguelph.ca/sas
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responsibility for verifying the academic integrity of their work before submitting it. Students who are in 
any doubt as to whether an action on their part could be construed as an academic offence should 
consult with a faculty member or faculty advisor. 

The Academic Misconduct Policy is detailed in the Undergraduate Calendar. 

Recording of Materials 
Presentations which are made in relation to course work—including lectures—cannot be recorded or 
copied without the permission of the presenter, whether the instructor, a classmate or guest lecturer. 
Material recorded with permission is restricted to use for that course unless further permission is 
granted. 

Resources 
The Academic Calendars are the source of information about the University of Guelph’s procedures, 
policies and regulations which apply to undergraduate, graduate and diploma programs. 

Illness 
Medical notes will not normally be required for singular instances of academic consideration, although 
students may be required to provide supporting documentation for multiple missed assessments or when 
involving a large part of a course (e.g. final exam or major assignment). 

For information on current safety protocols, follow these links: https://news.uoguelph.ca/return-to- 
campuses/how-u-of-g-is-preparing-for-your-safe-return/ https://news.uoguelph.ca/return-to- 
campuses/spaces/#ClassroomSpaces 

Please note, these guidelines may be updated as required in response to evolving University, Public 
Health or government directives. 

Disclaimer 
Please note that the ongoing COVID-19 pandemic may necessitate a revision of the format of course 
offerings, changes in classroom protocols, and academic schedules. Any such changes will be announced 
via CourseLink and/or class email. This includes on-campus scheduling during the semester, mid-terms 
and final examination schedules. All University-wide decisions will be posted on the COVID-19 website 
(https://news.uoguelph.ca/2019-novel-coronavirus-information/) and circulated by email. 
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